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© RTTUALS AND THEIR DIFFERENT WORKI S

e all Know there are several Masonic Rituals in use
in this Country today geparate from those used in other parts
of the world. Before dealing with the details of the Rituel g/ﬁn(/’
as now practised 1% 1s desivable to remind you of the main facts
concerning its history at the pariod of the Union and auring the
years that have elapsed since. We have 1ittle definite knowledge (/
of Rituals prior to the Union bui it would appeay that apout t\\
1760's the actual Geremonies were vrief. By the end of tbe
century, however, the Ceremonial ritual had become muc%
ordered and more formaliseds &
The aifferent Rituals with their many vapipti ns
% n« nasons

times be somewhat confusing especially to i3 ﬁ
yet their aifferences meke our ceremonieEQ ueet

more interesting. Who is to say whi

Many Masonic writers and %

is the original working beca wag @ introduced as

perfect Ceremonies. "U ? 1t was the coming
together of the o i. g "The lModerns™ and the
Antients. Strang t may "phe Moderns" came before the
"Antients" an,d re the o Ql Grand Lod,ge formed in the year 1747,

.n--,x

The “Antle i med. terwards "m*t gear 1751, These tWo grand

Iodgea 85 m&x&? ;q , i%lsecona half of the 18the
centu% of tm ;BWQWury these two rival Grand
% causing great. tprouble throughout the worlid, The

uals &heir customs searcely aiffered from those of their

rish and Scottish brethren whose Grand Lodges came %o recognise
the Antients as the arand Lodge of England. These Antients were
also known &8 WAthol" Masons. BSeeing that the Antients grand Lodge
daid not come into existence until over 30 years after t+he formation
of its rival body the terms are to say the least misleadinge The
Upion vas consummated on December 27th. 1813 and the Lodge of
heconcillation was formed composed of pepresentatives of the two -
prevzoualy rival bodies ostensibly o0 draw up and promlgate a -
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ritual thet would be zcceptable to boith parties. Many of our
Brethren are imbued with the idea thet our ritual in its preesént
form orizinated with the Lodge of Reconciliation. Nothing is
further from the truth. Rach of these Grand Lodges had their own
ritual eor manuscript and each Grand Lodge forbade 1ﬁtervisitation.
This command was by no means universally observed and entire
Ilodges occasionelly changed their obediencs. The first step towurds
Union was taken by the "antients” who appointed a Conmitiee lun
1797 %o effect with one from the "Moderns™ & scheme of Unicn.
Thie proved negative and in the year 1809 the "Modernd™ i their
turn enjoined the several Lodges to revert to thetunblont lindidrks
of the order forming six wmonths later the Lodge »f Iromviga:ion
which reconmended the chengss necessary for ine purposy, 'jmong the
many points dealt with were the Ceremonfeg of operiig and closing
in the seversl Degroes. The "loderns" formulaiier Ior these were
very cruds and ruéimentany whileyihi=s of tos Antients had attained
_a'mueh,higher éegrea of aevalﬂﬁuent; Wigth _che "Modsrns" Eggp

Wardens sat in the West. The vlfice\uf Inner Guard was first

montioned in the list of\ officevs indsome Minutes on August 23rd.
181 and aftervards the offics wos Cilled at all subscquent Heetings,
Duping its two ysars exist@ise the Lodge of rromulgation performed
very veluablo wovic, Foi instance, thé office of Deacon was
.recommenann\ This nflice was practically unknown with the "lModerns”.
It was \aiso resolved that the Cevemony of Installation of Masters

of idiges wae une of the "true" landmarks of the Order and ought

10 "¢ obsercved, later the Members of this Lodge becamé the
segotiating Comnittes which grrangad'thé actual ﬁnion with the
"Antients®, I should mention that the Duke of Bussex of the Lodge

of Antiqniﬁy wag ons of the Worshipful Masters of this Lodge of
Promalgation., He afterwards became the lost Worshipful Grand

Mester and he was one who signed the articles of Union in the yaar
1813‘ When Promulgation had completed its work the Grand Lodge

of the Moderns ordered all its subordinate Jodges to adopt the .

alterations and visits to all perts of the country were arranged
to toseh these agreed changes tu the Provincial Lodges. It is
from this period Rituale became established and accepted which e
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enabled ceremonles to be performed %o 2 set wording. Up to this
period the actual ceramanies'wera very short aﬂd brief. Ths poslition
. today is that notwithstanding meny local veriations in unessentials -
variations that it is hoped will always be carefully prescrved -
yet not one can say who or which is right. Soms of the Felics of
pre-Union practice ars still to be met with; fov ;nstance, the
writing test in Bristol and certain Cheshire Lodges. The circle of
swords in Bristol., The wearing of & hat by the Master in thy

of lth Telgpm Lodpe
Hewstead Lodge, Nottingham, It must not be forgotten thai £ IS
lodges in various paris of the country,apparently not realising
how 1ittle the fonmalities‘that had taken place in ‘wnuon really
~affected them and resenting alterations in the working tha‘ they
thought were being unduly forced on-themg athoualory irom the
- new Grand Lgdge. But after a short timé @Ost of *hem fell into line.
Shortliy afﬁer the lapse of the Lodge o ﬁacohct;iabian two Lodgeﬁ
of Instruction were starited whieh_nnon ceme-+0- e fégardaﬁ as the
two principal ILodges of Instructiocw in LOrion and which are
86111 in being. The first oL thes( wis sanctioned in the year
1817 by the Lodge of Stalilit¢y. Tie second vas - $c give it its
full designation = ths Dmlatidia Todge of Im@rovament—for Haster
Hagons Lodge of Inb“ruction \hich popularly is, and wili always
‘be known as, "Smalation®. It was sanctioned in 1823 by the Iodge
of Hops. /athough tliese Lodges of Inastruction were in being
it must not ke fnrgduten that even at this period manuscript notes
of thewrvorking wpire made and were passed on from one Mapter tc
paovlier, “Thew had the effect of stabilising the 2L Ykt T thos
Indgas‘so that some of thelr special charactoris%icé were prescrved.
It may bs that the Bristel Rituai which has never been printed
but is s8till preserved in manuscript was so established at an
early date, but no one seems to know when it was rirat written down.'
The fact that Bmulation meets at Headquarters in London tends %o
give 1t some authority. But it must be remembered that 1tjhaa no
special position nor any official recognition ov approvai..Its
liembers have no more rirht to attempt to 1mpose their own

peculliarities of working on any Legular Lodge of Instruction set uﬂ
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up 4today. And now Brethren we come to the various workings or _
'Rituals which many of us know exist., There ig Unanimity, Bristol,
Oxford, Stability, The Exefer Ritual, Britannia, Humber, and of -
course, "Perfect Ceremonies” which claims %o be Pmulation.. Added to
these, of course, are the Irish, Scottish, Netherland and many
others even in Lancashire and Yovikshive, Iogic Work, Taylors Working,
Universal Vorking, london West End Working and of the latest the
"Migerian Ritual®, Now let us consider some of theses rituals spd

whether thelr differences have any influence on the youngey Fisemasons,

Take the Unanimity first. This is a ritual belonging to “he Iodge
of Unanimity No. 102 North Yalsham, It;was written n 1536 L the
then Secretary and was copied by him from an early ﬂanﬁscgiy;. This
ritual cannot be regarded as of sarlier date 5l4n/ 183%,  1¢ éas
printed by the Lodge in 1907, This old es*ablished Lodge has
preserved certain old fashioned ways of waiking Jhat give it a
character of 1#3 own which 1% would be a pity to disturb forrthe
‘sake of an ideal and impossible uniformity, (S0 long as the real
landmarks are preserved the réraencion »f tiiese peculiarities is much
%0 be commended as evidencs of whal %he working of our Craft was

in days gone by, ' ‘

The Brietol Workinr.. Lhis ic 3o§ab1y the oldest that survives in
this country. aile it conCorms in all essentials with what was
approved in 1636 it rpic . ns certain ineidents of pre-Union working
such as #hs circlesol sworas-anﬁ the writing test which have now
general.y ‘been anupped though one or more of them are still met with
in (ndividual Eodgea in various localities. In many ways the Bristoi 2
wurking of tue Third Degres ls more dramatic than is the usual
present day practice, The Ritual has never been printed but
manuscript copies ave obtainable by Brethren who desire them,

The Oxford Ritual is in no way connected with the Apollo University
Lodge. In this Ritual it‘may be noted that tﬁe investiture address
by the Senior Warden in the First Degree and the axpianation of the
working tools of the Second Degres are given in full instead of the
cqftailed forms whicu.ara used in the present day Emulatlon working.
The Ritual is used in most of the Lodges of the Provihne and by some
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Lodges in the adjoining Provinces as well as very generally in
South Wales, S | :

The Humber Working is the one in.use by the Mumber Lodge lo. 57
 meeting in Mull, Although not printed until 1922 it claims to be
the ritual exercised in that Lodge for over a hundred years. It is
based largely on the manuscript notes of the middle of the last
century. In wany of 1ts phrases and expressions there is a
similarity to those of t&e Bristol Ritual, : :

The Stability Working, This was not printed until 1902 hafriig

been handed down since the Union by purely oral transmission. It is
worked chiefly in many of the london Iodges and iz tonmetimes called
+the Metropolitan working, '

The RExeter Ititual. Ths ehief interest in this wook Alen in the fact

thaf it is the only one that contains tho fll opening and closing
of the Board of Installed Masters whigh bad been for long handed
down orally in the St. John the Baytist Lodgo 1ids 39 Exeter, 1t

wag in this Lodge that the trovbls first ziose which caused Grand
Lodge to iéauﬁ the introduction whic. we now read before proceeding
with this old wofking of the Board of Installed Masters., As the
Pagt Masters presert oic'well ang.ainted with the fact that in some
of the Worcestershiy: Lodgss the full working of the Boardi of
Installed Mestore is nov beang performed., In some ways it may
generally Ve vegrettid tiat this form of opening and closing a
Board oil Installed Misters has now fallen into disuse. It is over
150 reuss sinug .t was generally used perhaps in a little aifrarant
~ﬁ¢-:o the\opns in use today. It is ﬁnre comnon in some of the
Forthern and Western Provinces than in the neighbourhood of the
Metropolis, but an increasing number of Lodges now again practice it.
/Some years ago certain Bmlation fanatlcs attempted to make out
thgt it was irregular and even lnduced two Grand Secretaries to
issue a circular letter to that effect. The matter ceme to a head
in 1926 when 1% was brought before the Board of General Puéposea

in an endesvour to have it ofricially forbidden. As a result

of this investigation and discussion and the prbduction of evidence
of a continuous use of over 150 years, it was eventually decreed

by Grand Lodge on December 1sts 1926 that any Lodge that cared may
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~ «ctice the ceremonies brovidec‘l only that it made it eclear
by the Installing Master that no further degreé in Freemasonry
was being conferred, To many Installed Hasters present

ths rest o:r this history is well known as they hear it

whenevey prasent at an Installation Meating where this old
working 1is performed, >

Ihe Porfect céramogigs of Crai't Masonry as taught end p'aauticeci '
in the Lodge of Bmiation, Thisz ritual which claims to give
Bmlation working was fivst waued in the year 1955, :

Thers are many other rituals in use today, come ore inteed

very interesting and might be commented ofz vary fhealy vui
again I say - Who is to say which one il correctu?

Hany old lLodges have traditional ush sew and veuld rather
surrender their Warrants than give tasse cnoient customs up,

Ve muet admit that it adds griatly o /e pleasure and interest
of visiting that there is bz desd ul ...:mit;;y of working all
over the counivry. As loan as 1us ‘2usentials reme_tin the sames

no one can complain,

Now Brethren, I ok to give) you & few of these differences
R P et

and variations n our ‘?1‘11&15 which I am quite sure will
interest 0L sy e

smeents always remeubering
that rows of thise vords are wr:l.t'l;en or pr:lntad in full in one

vitiwar and caly printed by letter 1n another,

[ owill atart these variations in-t _"First Degree" ani-deave
7Z¢C’M¢m/
Rbev, A . On Deing annocunced by the LG

ttae Worshipful Mester enquives - How doeg he hope to obtain
" these privileges. In another ritual, Yow does he hope to

gaip these privileges,  Again, in order %o secure those

R TR e i v

privileges. In order to retain those privilégea ete,. We ﬁ.nﬁ,
in the Charge by the Worshipful Master while the Candidate is

£

in the N,E, corner of the Lodge - not the N.E. part of the i
Lodge - that he says, This is done %o awaken the feelings of .

£

every new made brother, in enother ritual ib is to arouse the
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feelings of every new made brother, The candidate later

—

admits he was divested of all lMetals, in apother ritual he admiis
he was deprived of all money and metallic substance, and aga_in
he was deprived of everything valusble etc. This latter ,’
statement is not entirely correct as the cl;:thes he is weaving
are of some value, This trial was done for "Three Special
Reagons® or for Three Hepseial Rg,asons. Then following &n the
Charge we say having subsisted, agaln having survived. W more
golid foundation, o more stolid foundation, Hondrchs

themselves have been promoters of the Art, havy, palronined our

aysteries, Have participated in our mysterier, The Jutp King
“George VI cartainiy participated in our imvtioms an’ here we
must agree that participated is the '»at*er word than patronised.
Then we come to your lawful underieltlags ox our laudable
undertakings. In every emergrasy or in‘avery extremity. To
exert those talents, fo exaroise these talents. To enablé you
%o be pespectoble in 11fe, HE=THiwwortins—wendabe to
continue to be respeetshle ik 1lfs, and lastly in the First
Degree o indelitly imprinu,ete. and inevitably to imprint etc.
Second Degrée. \In the cvening prayer we have The rays of heaven
may shed Wheir influense, MHere again we have their benipgni ing

influssco, Hens go' ™

_ma’.a-;—n? e TN

L _embe~ianiho IoNgss The beneiit of a pass wérd. The
honofit ‘of a passing word, You are now in the midway. You
are now in the middle, The hailing sign or sign of prayer
or sign of perseverancs, To adjust all rectangular corners
of buildings, to adjust all irregular corners of buildings.
Third Degres. To succ;mr his wesknesses, to succour his
aistresses. I will not injure him myeelf, I will not revile
him - even by this plimmeringz ray, even by this feeble ray.
The Menatschins or Prefects, the Vasters or Preaid;nts,

0, londerful zaaaons, O Yorthy Hesons.
You will notiea Brethren that where these words differ their
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first letters are usuailly the same which clearly shows

they have only been printed in the early rituals or manuscriot

by "letter" and so .translated according to mind or interpretation.
For example, Menatschins or Prefects, the Masters or Presidents,
0, Wonderful Masons, O Worthy Masons, ani so we can go along
selecting these differences. . _
And so %o end %his paper let ue always remember that meny of thee;_e
words may be chaxiged,yet providing they have simile» weaning

or interpretation why should we comment or "butt u” during

our ceremonies. Lol us remember that memory is aot evirytaing

+ it " *
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