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MoxNbpay, September 14. 1724,
REDULITY is a Weaknefs, from

which very few are exempted. Itis
the Ground-work of Craft and Impofture ;
and the Mecans by which they are propa-
gated.

I mave often refletted, with Concern,
upon the Condition of Humanity, in this
Regard : And nothing can be more afflicting,
than to behold one Part of the rational
World making a 77ade of mifguiding the
other! If all the Errors, into which People
are drawn, had but the Marks of Zruth,
fome Excufe, might be found for their Gre-
dulity ; but the Shame is, in their receiving
what is #ew, at the Expence, even of Proba-

bility,
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'bc."‘fllz't)'. Vulgar Minds are moft firuck with

what is moft incredible; and the Way to
convince, 1is, to amaze them. Reafon makes
few Protelytes: But Ay/flery rarely fails.. And
the lefs they know why, the fonder they
grow of the Impofture.

Becavuse 1 would not dip into Contro-
verfies, wherein Religion, and Government,

“are concern’d 3 T muft defcend into Low Lie,

and only touch the little Artifices which owe
their Reputation to this Weaknefs.

Tue World is wearied with Stories of
Witches and Fairies, and begins to fee thro’
the Impofture. The Craft of Afirvlogers,
Conjurers, and Prophets, begins allo to be ex-
ploded, by the Vulgar, whole Oracles they
have long been.  But I am not a little amaz’d
to find, that, inftead of the Delufions, once
practis’d on the Multitude, 'They, now, work
ftrongeft among the polite and fafhionable
People. What Staring, what Clapping, what

to b}

Wafte of Time and Money have Harlequin

and Fauffus occafion’d? The Madnefs, both

of Aifors, and Speifarors, has {o provok’d me
almoft to Tears, that I could even have weps
over the City !

I wiri not be fo partial, toour Wor=
fhipful Society of Free and AcceeTED
M ASONS, as to forbear reproving them,
on this Occafion, for the unaccountable Po-
ther and Noife they have lately made in the
World. What Stories have been told to
amuife, and engage the Credulous? What
' Refledtions,
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