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Of the early history of the Craft in the Cit; of
Worcester we have but few trices, noc is this
remarkable when it is oonsidernl ‘hat uati! a com-
paratively recent period nothing whish conocerned
the Order was permitted iL uppea’ in print, the
Book of Constitutions being first onuiished only in
1723 ; and that until the niion nf the Grand Lodge
of York, of which th; Luke ot Avaol was appointed |
Grand Master in 772, ana was suocceseded by the
Duke of Kent, nnd the “ivand Lodge of Eugland,
under the Dule of Snsecx, in 1813, the Masonio
Records of e Conntry ocould not assume that
ovnsolidatd and regolar form for which they are
now dictiuguishad, A Lodge existed in Worcester
under ihe Atkil Constitution, be‘nng No. 60, and
wai heid at * The Free Masons Arms,” but at what
porind this Lodge became dormant has not yet been
asvertsinsd  From the costume of Brother William
Thoupevn, P.M., as shewn on his portrait now in the
Woroceséer Lodge, it would appear that he was not
initiated in that Lodge, and as hs was a resident in
Worcester, he may have belonged to Lodge No. 60,
with which his insignia would correspond ; but the

speculation arising this small fact is the only
present means of amsuming that it bad so modern aa
existencs. Lodge No. 80 had & sucoessor in Lodge
No. 874, On the 9th of October, 1790, a Warrant
was issned, under the seal of Iuonry on.bhn( the
Brethren named therein to open » ind'o the
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“ Rein Deer Inn” in the City of Worcester. The
following is a copy of the Warrant : -

RAWDON, To all and every our Righe
Worshipful, Waorshipful and loving
RE.M®. Brethren, We, Francis Rawduon

Haxtings, Lord Rawdon, &ec.. &c.,
SRAL - &c., Acting Grand Master, ulvier
or | the authority of Hix Roysi High-
THE GRAND ness George, Prince of Wales,
LODGER &c., &c, &c., Gravu Master of
the most Ancient aca Honourcble
Society of Fred ond  Accepted
No. 574. Masons,

Send Greeting,

RNOW Pe, that we. at th= bamble Detition
of our Right Trusty cnd will-heioved Brethren,
Richard Harrisa, Mcses Leviston, Daniel Brook-
holding Curwen, Thoma: Swuith, Joseph Dillon,
Richard Hill__)ohn Barnisley, Edward Connop,

John Whitaket, wnd several other Brethren residing .

in or near the City’ »¢ Worcester, DO HEREB
CONSTITUTE the said Brethren into a Regular
Lodge <ol Free urd Accepted Masons, under the
Title «r Denominstion of

“Tpe Wlorcester Lodge,”

to be opened at & house known by the name of the
Qein 1ver Inn, in the City of Worcester aforesaid,
AND DO FURTHER, at their said Petition, and
of the great Trust and Confidence reposed in every
of the said above - named Brethren, HEREBY
APPOINT the said RICHARD HARRIS to be
Master, MOSKS LEVISTON Scnior Warden, and
DANIEL BROOKHOLDING CURWEN Junior
Warden for opening the said Lodge, and for such
further time only as shall be thought proper by the
Brethren thereof : It being our will that this our
appointment of the above Officers shall in no wise
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atfect any further Election ot Officers of the Lodge,
but that such election shail be regulated agreeable to
=uch By-laws of the said Lodge as shall be consisten
with the General Laws of the Society, contained in
the Book of Constitutions.  AND WE HEREBY
will and require you, the said Richard Harrix, to take
special care that all and every of the waid Brethren
are or have been regularly made Masons, and ot
they do observe, perforn, and keep all the Bulea snd
Orders contained 1 the said Book of Constivavions,
AND FURTHER, that you do from time to time
cause to be entered in a book kept for that parposs
an account of your proceedings ia the Ledge, to-
gether with all such Rules, Ordet, sua Regulations,
as shall be made for the good governrmient of the
satne 5 that in no wise you omit onee inevery year to
send US or our Successors, (irand JMaaters, or to
Sir Peter Parker, Baronct, our ®Zputp Grand
Master, «r to the Depoty Grand Master for the
time being, an accownit, inowriting, of your said
proceedings, and 2opies of ali such. Rules, Orders,
and Regulations as shall he made as aforesaid ; to-
gether with a tict Hf the Members of the Lodge, and
such a sum_oi money ws may suit the circuiistances
of the Lodge, and y-asonably be expected, towards
the Grand Charity. Moreover, we hereby will and
require. you, the said Richard Harrin, as soon as
conretiently niay be, to send an account in writing
¢l whae shalt ve done in virtue of these Presenta.
@iven under our Hand and Seal of
Masonry, this Ninth day of October,
A. 5790, A.D. 1790,
By the Grand Master's Command,

Witnens, P. PARKER, D.G.M.
WM. WHITE. 3.S.

A Lodge was accordingly um«-d in the month of
October, 1790, at the Remn :r Inn, and Brother
Richard Harris was installed as W.M.

In 1787 the Lodge appears by the calendars to
have been held at the Star and Garter Iun on the
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tirst Wednesday in the suniner months, and the first
and third Wednesday in winter; it was after-
wards resumed at the Rein Deer Inn, where it was
continued until 1842,

The following interesting letter, dated April 23rd
1812, from the then Secretary of 280 Lodge to %
son of the landlord of the Rein Deer Hotel, nhzs
Iately been presented to the Ladge by our pretent
W.M. (W. Bro. E. W. Larkworthy) : —

CNIR—1 am directed by the Worshiptu!
* Master, the Wardens, and Brothrep of tae
* Worcester  Ladge of Fres and ‘Accepted
* Masons, to tender their niose heartfelt thanks
** for the attention which wes unifoanly paid to
“the comforis of the Brethren vy our late
** and much lamented Reother 2usaidge for the
“*mpace of about baif a ceriury, during which
‘“time the Lodge wa. held at tas house.

** The Brethcennaving, uowever, the interests
‘“of the Lodyre wnaterially at heart, and from the
‘“number ot Mewuers lately added, with the
‘Cexpecvarion of atier additions, and the inade-

quate sccommudation afforded at the Rein
** Luer Hotel, _nave determined upon moving
“Utheir plac: of meetings to & more convenient
* ! situation,

‘‘The Brethren at the same time desire to
‘“record their thanks to Mr. George Burnidge
‘107 his kind and liberal treatment since the
‘‘demise of his father, Wishing also still
“‘further to trespass upon his kindness by
‘“ desiring permission to meet as usual at the
‘‘ Rein Deer Hotel on Thursday evening next,

‘I remain, sir,
‘‘ Your most obt. Servt,,
‘“A. R. LINGARD, Sect.
“ Adpril 29vd, 1842,
“ More-Gate Street.”
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From 1842 until 1376 the Lodge Mestings were
held in the Masonic Hall at the Bell Hotel, where 14s
opening was celebrated on the 24th June, being the
Festival of 8t. John the Baptist. For a loug time
past the Brethren had been desirons to  acquire
private rooms for their meetings instead of occupying
a portion of an inn, and on the 9th May, 1876. (he
Lodge by resolution decreed the transfer of its
habitation to the New Masonic Hall, 25, High
Street. Worcester, where its first meeting wac held on
218t September, 1876, and its formal inauguration
celebrated on the 5th October. 18760 The Lodye
atill growing in importance and wien.bership, it was
ultimately decided. in conjunction with_its sister
Lodge (** Semper Fidelin,” No, 523). to take steps to
have a special building erected fir Mascniz Meetings,
A private Company, called > The Worcaster Masonic
Buildings Company,” was_tormed (for that purpose
amongst the Freemawons in the }Frovinee, and the
present Masonic Hall in 850 Nicholas Ntreet was
ultimately erected in 1865 This was formally
opened by the 2.3V, Provineial Grand Master, Sir
AL F. Godsen, GUAL MOPL PG, st a special com
bined meeting of Tadge 250 and Lodge §249, on the
30th Avgust, 1807, and on Wednesday, the 20th
Octobws, 1397, & Special Meeting of the Lodge was
held at ¢he new bhilding, when the following resolution
wis o ved and carried unanimously : —

*That the Worcester Lodge 280 be per-

snently removed from the Masonic Hall,
** High Street, to the recently erected and more
*commodious premises known as the Masonic
‘ Chambers, St. Nicholas Strect, and for the
** future will hold its meetings there.”

Long may it proaper in its new home !

It will be observed that the number of the Lodge
on the granting of the Warrant in 1700 was 574 on
the Rolt of the Grand Lodge of England. In 1792,
from the closing up of the Register of Lodges, the

or Lodge b No. 488 ; at the union of

€
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the two grand Lodges in 1813, and the consequent
consolidation of the two R«glsterl of Lodges. it
became 526 ; at the closing up of the numbers in
1882, it ltumed the number of 349 ; and in the
revision of 1863 it became No. 280. On Tuesday,
October 7th, 1880, and two following days, the
Centenary Festival of the Lodge was held, and
was in every respect a brilliant and marked wicces.
The Festivities began with a Conversazione holy in
the Guildhall, to which about 400 guwis wer:
invited by the W.M., Wardens and B-ethren. On
the Wednesday a luncheon was giveu lw the Lodge
previous to the holding of Provincia! Grand Loage,
which was held in the Chapter Huuse by the kind
permission of the Dean and Chanter. Several dis-
tinguished Brethren were precent, inclihaing V.W.
Marquis of Hertford, P.8ALW, of mgllnd Prov.
G.M. of Antrim ; ngh Hon. Sir vi. Hicks Beech,
M.P., P.G.M. of Gloucesiershire ;-V.\W. Bro. J. D,
Alleroft, P.i. Trezs. «f Englacd; Very Rev. the
Dean of Gloucester, 2.G.C.. Gloucestershire 3 V.V,
Bro. Rev. W, K. K, Becford, P.G.C of England, &c.
The Brethicn attenda! service in the Cathedral
The four Lewtaes _who carried the volume of the
Sacred Yaw were Aifred Vernon Rowe, Frederick
John  Underwod, Harry Baylis  Perrins, and
Arciibuld Foreshaw Dutton.  The sermon was
prowsiied By Rev. W. K. R Bedford, P.G.C. of
Eugland.. ‘The Banquet wax held in the Guildhall,
“nder tie presidency of RW. Bro, Sir E. A,
lechniere, Bart, M.P., P.G.M. On Thursday »
speciei Centenary Lodge was held in the Lodge
Room, the W.M,, W. Bro. John Stallard, in the chair,
the other chairs being filled by Bro. .J. Sharman
Wood, S.W., and Bro. Robert Clarke, J.W. There
was a large "number of Brethren present, mclndmg
the P.G.M, D P.GM., and other Officers of P.G

Lodge. The Charter presented to the Lodge in 1790
was read, as also the Centenary Warrant grauted in
1890, The W.M. presented a Centenary Jewel to
the Secretary, Bro. Samuel Southall, in recognition
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of his valuable services in connection with the
Centenary. W. Bro. F. G. Underwood presented to
the Lodge a history of its transactions since tes
formation.  Various votes of thanks and con-
gratulations were moved and carried.  In the evening
the Festivities were brought to a close with a grand
Centenary Ball, which took place in the Guildhsii,
sand to which over 200 invitations were issued.  Tuc
Commnittee appointed to carry ont the arrangeneats
for the Centenary Festival were : —W. Bya. -John
Scallard, W.M. ; Bro. J. Sharman Wood, 5.3/, ; Br.
Robert Clarke, J.W.; W. Bro.G. F. Hoi:ch, Chaplain ;
W. Bro. T. Lamb Smith, Treasvre: , Hro, Samuel
Southall, Secretary; W. Bro. ¥, (. Undervood,
P.M., D.C.; W. Bro. W. B. Hulue, I.P. M. ; W. Bro.
W. Barkley, PM.: W. Bro Zimnry Rowe, P.M. ;
W. Bro. R. C. 8. Carington, > M. ; W. Bro. A. B
Rowe P.M. : W. Bro. W. (L Willinewon, P.M,

On November 19th, 1202, an evént very rare in the
annals of Freemaronry, and ‘urprecedented in the
recordr of this Liodge, waa the Initiation of Bro.
Alfred Vernon 2owe, son of W, Bro. A. B Rowe.
PM, D.C, ¥ PR.G.W, and grandson of W. Bro.
Henry Rews, * M., ¢ ¥ 3.G.W. The ceremony was
performed by W.i'rc. A, B. Rowe, W. Bro. Henry
Rowe ocrvpying the chair of W,

Jo 1908 the Vodge sustained a great loss in the
death of the RW. Prov. Grand Master, Sir A, F.
odson, M. P.G.D. Eng, for many vyears a
memivr ol the Lodge. In October, 1908, W. Bro,
eneval’ W. Campbell, C.B., P.G.M. Designate of
Wureestershire, and P.G.D. Eng., war elected as a
i"nining member, the daties of P.G. Master weantinie
aving been fulfilled by W. Bro W. T. Page,
D.P.GM., another member of this Lodge.

Aumongst the names which appear in the Records
of No. 280, may be found a large proportion of those
citizens who have been remarkable for integrity,
ability, and professional and commercial success, and
whose memory still lives in the respect and esteem of

i
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s new generation. The Worcester Lodge has wit-
nessed periods of great prosperity, and some clouds ef
depression and difficulty, and it is inatter for con-
gratulation to the Members that its prospects were
never more bright, or its stability as an Institution
more secure than at the present time. May they
long so continue ; and may the Brethren, by the
faithful discharge of the great principles of ;ree-
masonry, and by the practice of every comn..nlable
virtue, especially of that which may justly bc
denominated the distinguishing charactoristic of
Freemason’s heart, Charity, deserve for their (dge
an increased prosperity, and give t. it a sphevs of
enlarged usefulness.

ERNEST W. LARKWORT:!Y, WM.
CHARLES E ((JORE, Secretary.

Masonic Hall, Worceste~
Nov., 1909.




