PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL 27th april 1956.
THE KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN _ ﬁ g{w,
I have had the plnsm opportunit J of spcndug 8, (/
week in Halta, and it is fascina \
con{ronted w:l‘;h

the Knights of St. John.

it is impossible in such a ﬁ:w‘t
amktedwo:" 1 that one sees snd I hed 1o @NE
Therefore I had ﬁ.ﬂ out what I could abom iag
aﬁtg questions m from books I picked up BN

such a beau s historie Mtun« BQ
o

There is one mk-hzﬁhgiwnalz' : on
about the Kni@ ts and S5t. Johm and 1l50\bive hist of
#alta: this is mm an Account dad\ ippreed

sir Harry luke, published by Harrap(aida b

“hen the Xnights were gi

; b mt ¥alta by
Charles V of Spaim im the yeugy U, QQ, s Commission
to apy out the land, whiah ;

with their safe Poges that
resign themsel e new\v
contrast to the & LNE
ma@xssc the “nights entered their
new hm. figTag wikh them the Great Carrack of Hhodes,

the Tan their Pleet, from which is believed
cohm s ic ' Gallery of the Throne Hoom of
the Pnl&“ | 80 brought one of the hands of St. Johm
the ur processional cross still to be seen

¥dina, and other ecelesiastical treasurecs

’ra n.ua brought their archives, which are
pre in mc:.

(/ It was most uten:ﬂm to see the Auberges of the

various Langues and other historical buildiags. 4As is well
imown to the Brethren, under the organisation of the Urder,
cach Laongue had te qamu-n where young ¥nights were
trained and where lived such of the older Knights as did

not maintein a high state, and the men-at-arms and servitors.

There are now in Vaelletta -



- -
The Auberge de Frovence in Kingsway, now used
as the Union Club.

The Auberge d'Italie in Merchants Street,
tenporarily housing the Courts of Law(/

L
The Auberge d'Aragon in Jueen Adelalde Square
now used as the Official ReaideacQ}
~ the Prime #inister.
The Auberge de Castille et Leon, near rper

Barracca, now used by ¢
Authorities. % K,
e

The Auberge d'&n%::em et de B

as a rasent Fr Ay Se
The suberge d'Auvergne an pberge ¥rance
ong in XKingaway and the o fuvh Street, ’
were demolished by ene on dirdag the last ¥ar.
Hiost of these Auberges were Ly to ang of the Haltese

Architect, Girolamo Cassar.
¥rom the Barracca

s c, h %@R of Valletta, looki
across the Harbour, startidg Lo &by left one sees Fort Ricasoli
which guards the entyaic « Angelo around which raged
R wbsan helpod” S Shes Hyessncioel sinie; porsing boitisg
e women P g ' ) @ - ng
piteh and a shodes\or ¢s on the ’I‘urkingmer.
Yort S. Elmo ath\g) the Harbour on the Valletta side,
has witnessed sone of 4 uogt heroic and thrilliag episodes

is .
: c fugeum was closed, butthe Iublie
Iibrargy\ivtles Tty priceless examples of the Tinest
ninated wilrikwend of richly bound volumes, and the greater
archives of the Urder, among which are a great
_ 8, original rolls of Philip and Hery end of
and. I did see in the Library a letter
W VIII from ton Court to the Grand laster

.'_.-!
< ).*Yale Adam, snd olso a letter from ¥ing Louis XIV to the

Grand Haster, idrien de Wignacourt.

There are also repvorts of the inights Hospitallers
in England to the Grand #aster in 12383 a Book of Receipts
of Eoglish Knights 1520-153%63 a Hote of the First Chapter
General held in Malta on 9th Pebruary 1533; and a letter
from Henry VIII constituting himeelf Protector of the Urder
on 7th July 1538,
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Qutside ome of the strects of ialta

ate stating - "On this ; of
%ll;;%aghngmuq. Turcopolier end Grand Frior of Inglend

and I could have spent with pleasuve a lot nore time .
This again was the work of the srchitect, Girolamo

tasy savian Seataned The Mt ot ¢he Sovee 14

o o

elso the Comventual Church of Ut. John the

several other Churches.

T™he entrance corridor of the Palace
100 ft. long, is lined with figures in gigt
armgs and shields bearing the coats of* gy
of the Upxder - Frovence,
Castille, lLeon and Fortugal, I

AN
1
L

Canon of Aguileia, Q‘

danagk.
« At gither side of
young ts with enamelled
At the foot of the throne,
ancelloy of the Urder sat at & table
end the Great Cross; along the
red with erimson velvet and
8, were scated 36 Bailiffs of the Grand
tomoi the Council, 1 the centre of
free, nobody being aduitted but the
to the suit and their sdvocates.™

(/ In the Tapestry Room there are some wonderful Gobelin

Tapestries which were presented to the ralace Grand Master
Perellos who was the same man who enriched the Church of

Ste John with e unique set of Flemish tspestries of scenes
from the life of Cur Lord.

Fictures in the Vest '"ing include that of Lot and his
daughters by Freti, and Cain and abel by the Neapolitan
School, also the Grand Muster L'Isgle Adam entering FNotabile,
by Favray and are all mognificent specimens of Art.
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- The Co-Cathedral of St. John, again by Girolamo Cassar
as I have previousl 1ai.ned is slg%y magnificent.
I went back time after er two or three
visits I could only br!.ns away & vogue outline of what I had
seen. I still cannot Just remenmber whether it waes the
I saw the famous 1ctum of 5t. Paul shaking off the
although I think

nting by Mazzuoli of the Baptism of s also
the Banq;us of Herod, the Beheading of B%. John m
wonderful works of art.
There are also Chapels ratarrins to t ‘Z
for instance there is the Chapel of ains

monuments to two Grand Masters who wem

Langue, the Chapel of Aragon, Chapel ¢
Chapel of Irovenca. \Q

Below the Choly one passes dowp to rypt of the
Grand #asters which is a most interdst aca.

containg the tombs of those R
before it wes pocasible to exrdl
Some of the momuments are nbh
one is accustoned in the .



