"Silver Birches"
Morgan Close,
Studley,
Warwickshire B80 7PB

21st September, 1979

Thomas W. Grouncell,
Librarian & Curator,
Masonic Hall,

Rainbow Hill, G
WORCESTER WR3 8LY @

Dear Sir & Brother, s Q@

As requested in your letter of the 25th July, 1978 herxi@ﬂe Hi ry
ire, ¢© e

Kings Heath Lodge No. 3863 in the Province of Worcest
after a great deal of research by Wor. Bro. G. Andrews

It is noted-that you required the histories by er, 1 it is
sincere that our contribution is received ian time clusion.

R. A'

W.M. Kings Heath Lodge
No. 3863




KINGS HEATH LODGE NO 3863

Kings Heath Lodge was founded as an act of faith towards the end of World War I

when the victory of the Allies was by no means assured. The date of the

warrant was May 24th 1918 and the Lodge was consecrated on Saturday September 7th,1918
and until 1937 met at the old Moseley Masonic Hall, Institute Road, Kings Heath.
Dinner jackets were worn until the outbreak of World War IT when circumstancel

made less formal dress prefereble. The Lodge'!s first Initiate, Major 7. 1l.'Cartland
(October 8th 1918) lived until he was 91. In 1939 the Master Wor. Fro. . Hill
wrote to congratulate him on his 90th birthday. The first Master,

Wor. Bro. C. P. Perry, P A G St B helped to start a tradition which*has becime

a noteworthy feature of the Lodge - that of introducing closethlood relaticns

to become members. He had three sons, all of whom becarie Masters of%the\Lodge,

Wor. Bro. W. O. Perry, P P G W in 1925, Wor. Bro. L, K Py, PFR ANG D C in 1931
and Wor. Bro. A. He J. Perry, P P G D in 1934,

The Gray family provided four Members: Wor. Bro. C. W. Grzy,.P 2 G D Master
in 1940 and 1950, his brother Wor. Bro. B A Urayy Master in 945, his brother
Bro. A. J. Gray and Bro. B. W. Gray, the ot of Wor. Zrou/ . W. Gray.

Other examples are:-

Father and Sons Brothers

Wor. Bro. A. and Bro. L. Warrer & Wor. Bros. E. E. and R. A. Colley
Wor. Bro. W. and Bro. K. Foothington : Wor. Bros. H.T. and J. G. Austin
Bro. G. and Wor., Bro«hG.\Ha=Carter Bros. H. and W.A. Cranage

Wor. Bros. W. J. anawW.E. Rice Bros. P.E.L. and E.L. Lightfoot
Bro. A. F. DonalisSon and Bro. "ALF» Donaldson Jnr. Wor. Brose. E.S.G. and Bro. C.Re.
Wor. Bro. E&ffGaatd Bro. € I Partridge e

Bro. E.F. 758 Wor. BrofT.Ci¢. Walden Bros. A.J. and H J Windebank

An intgfesting’ streficthioning of this tradition occurred in 1975 when Bro. A D Griffin
propo..eavhis fathe: Bro. F. W. Griffin as a Candidate.
Grind rodge hornured three of our Founders with the follewing appointments:

Wor. Bro. C. P Perry P A G St B

Wor. Bro. J H Boocock P AG D C

Wor. Bro. J. Lucking P G St B



The Grand Lodge of Manitoba appointed Wor. Bro. H L Deakin as Junior Grand Deacon
in 1913 and in 1941 presented him with its Commemmorative Jewel for fifty vyeas?
service to the Craft. Wor. Bro. H T Austin, P P G W was honoured by Grand Lodge
with the rank of P A G D C and to mark the occasion and as an expression of its
congratulations the lodge presented him with Grand Lodge clothing. He was Masi=r
of the Lodge both in 1946 and 1947.

As in other Lodges, charity has always been to the fore in Kings Heath lodce.
The efforts of succeeding Almoners, generously supported by the Membd{rczthave
resulted in the fact that the Lodge is now:

Double Patron of the Royal Masonic Hospitor
Patron of the Royal Masonic Benevolent Instiuation
Patron of the Royal Masonic Institutdcsi for Boys

Vice Patron of the Royal Masonic Imsuitution forj\Girls.

It is good to report that the younger Brethren are supportind the Almoner by

taking Covenants.

Civic distinction has been earned by some o” the past-an’i Lresent Members.

In 1960 Bro. Councillor P E L Lighfoot, J.P. was eledtel Mayor of Solihull, and
it was during his Mayoralty that H-R..u. The Ducliass Of Kent laid the foundation
stone of the new Civic Centre on. Citober 271 1260, Bro. Councillor P Kellie
was also elected Mayor of Soldhuill/in 1975"e:d filled the office with much dis-
tinction. In 1978 Wor,. Pigy, \f Worthungton was summoned to Buckingham Palace
where Her Majesty, Quuen Eilzabeth Il ccriferred on him the M B E in recognition

of his longstanding u=tvice in Loual Government, at Albrighton.

Members have frouw,time to time nale acceptable presentations to the Lodge.

1921 Wor. Bin. O H Booconci, Founder presented the Master's Collar in loving
membry \of his soi Sec, Lieut. H. Boocock, 7th Batt. Worcestershire
Regimer: whe £21. at Beersheba, November, 7th 1917.

1925 | Wer. Bro-.R. A. Colley presented an embroidered Cushion for the Working
FoolS e WRigh is still in use.

1981 A Uisitor, Bro. G T Colville, Gael Lodge, Scottish Constitution, presented
3 gavels for the Principal Officers in recognition of the kind reception
afforded him. They were made from timber from the cruiser H M A S "Sydney"
which sunk the German raider "Emden" in World War 1.

1944 Wor. Bro. W. D. Jones presented a Tyler's Sword in October 1544 on the
same evening as he received his G L certificate.

1958 October, Wor. Bro. H T Austin presented two embroidered Cusions for use
on the Master's Pedestal to mark the occasion of his 200th consecutive

attendance at Lodge.
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Other gifts were two Ballot Trays and a set of Ballot Balls by Bro.
G. Carter, who unfortunately died when he was Senior Warden, and

1962 A poinard given by Wor. Bro. W. E. Rice.
A silver cigarette box, presented to Wor. Bro. C. L. Terry, Master
by his two Initiates in 1927 was found at an antique dealers by Wor. Bio.
A. W. North. He purchased it, had it reconditioned and presented :o
the Lcdge on the occasion of its Fiftieth Anniversary. (This/practice
of Initiates making gifts to Masters got so out of hand thic Vtvwas
finally stopped by G.L.) .

From 1918 to 1937 the Lodge met at the Moseley Masonic Hall, IListitute ®oad

Kings Heath (previously known as Ruskin Hall). It was lele that = Maworic
rarity transpired. In 1923 Bro. G. C. Upstone, employ=d by Messr:. Cadburys
was initiated. Almost immediately he was sent Wuc ‘so "Accra in Africa and thanks
to the universality of Freemasonry, was passed/and raised gu.. there. As new
Lodges were consecrated after World War 1, ti=se<premises becsame inadequate as
there was only one Lodge Room, cne Dining|POom and necan-park. The Moseley
Masonic Hall Company acquired and brough': mp to stanc=rd thje present Masonic
Hall in Alcester Road South, Kings. HYeatt.

To assist in financing this prgjecty” the_ Lodgh bought Debenture Shares and to
assist in furnishing the No.®1 Lddge Room,\oresented the Junior Warden's Chair
and pedestal. Also itftliansferred £zu? in Debenture Shares from the old Masonic

Hall Company to the newwone. At job=sciat the Lodge holds a nominal £10 worth.

The outbreak of World War II, (chanks to the loyalty of members, did not funda-
mentally affech.thi> work of the wodge. It even met directly after the
Declaration @fWar, in ¢ctekar 1939 and regularly thence onward. To avoid
travel 1n the/ilackowd and tiie risk of enemy bombing meetings were held in the
afternCon, out due tc, food shortages and rationing the Festive Board was rather
resunlitted. Ta this connection, one recalls with admiration the culinary efforts
f Mrs Evans,, w.ose husband Bro. G. Evans was Curator at both Masonic Halls
endywwho lavsr served the Lodge with the rank of P G T. Before the war the meals
at the Festive Board at Kings Heath were the envy of the Province, and after

war broke out in spite of tight restrictions the efforts of Mrs. Evans and her
daughter, Maud, were most praiséworthy. The Lodge was fortunate that no

Member was killed by enemy action but Bro. R. E. Master, initiated January 1940
lost a leg in the disastrous air-raid on Coventry. Fortunately he made a

good recovery and became Master in 1955.
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In its 61 years? existence the Lodge has been loyally served by four Tylers:

Bro. A. Heydon 1918 - 1940
Bro. G. Evans P G T 1940 - 1958
Bro. E. J. Ashfield 1958 - 1961
Broe Je Tyler P G T 1961 = 1978
Succeeding Masters have expressed their gratitude to them for their lengyard

faithful service.

Since the war the Logge has enjoyed a record of good Masonry bctn, 1word aid

deed under a succession of worthy Masters. One must however mention ite

declining numbers. Although it has had a steady list of"Uandidates, for
Initiation, it has unfortunatly had to record an unsxpictediy laire humber of
Members both old and young who have recently died. he Lodge howevar is fortunate
in having young keen Masons as Members and it is confident thiat\the Lodge will

have a successful future in their hands.

The sincere thanks of the Lodge are due tH Wor. Bro..T. =/ Andrews whose
patient and thorough research provided the above ratirial but who was prevented

by ill health from finalising its presertation.

Signed.-...‘\ L A....................worshipflll Master 1978 — 1979-



