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In presenting my paper this evening I would point out thet itﬁgs not my intention
to shew you 2 number of aprons in use by the various Constitutions throughout

the world, We all know and we £ll see on occasions aprons worn by members
Scottish or Irish Lodges who yisit our Lodges; and very occasionally we may see
Dutch or Scandinzvien ones where colours other thon those worn by us con be seen.
For specimens of those I would advise you to visit our Provincicl lcsonic Museum
where I should say thore is & collection second only to that housed in the Museum
of Grend Lodge in London. I propose to deal only with the ono we ell know

go woll aond are so proud to wear. We sing in tho Entored Appronticc’s Soug

that " Tho world is in pein our scerots to gein, so lot thom wonder and =% om."
Whet do thoy gazo on ? Suroly our Apron is a source of admiration «nd 43 is woil
that wo considor tonight its eorigin, ite form and orcmonts and fiuslly its
symbolic meaning. liost of tho landmarks as woll &s the symbols of loav=y
Frocmasonry cen traco their origin to tho carliest timos. The mann rs and
customs of tho anciont world aroc graphicslly roflcciced in the ritos =nd ceromonios
of Mcsonry e&s we know it to=day. This is pexticularly true of tho apron whoso
erchetype stoms from the roligious practicus o -eny pocplos whose history datos
back to tho dewn of civilisction,

In masonry tho =prox» is the Jisiinctive badgo of a membor,
ever reminding him of his obligevions, both as s man and @ Wsson, Presontation
of tho -Apron to the candidat: l= knowm a:i ‘tke rite of invostiturc, It is &
golemn occasion thet should ovor romein impressod upon the mind of the novitiatc.

Tn +he Middlo Aguec, tho eprons as it is gonorally known, was
tho badge of the'skillod srtisei in cortain crafts, It is ndtonly protoctod
his clothing, dut ~fton don tod his rank or dogrco of skill in his tradc.

It was naturel, therUZoio thet tho Speculative Meson, ehould adopt, 2s its symbol,
thoe tproL waich figured so prominently in Opcrative Froomasonry. Evon to=-day,
the spron donotoor tho progross which the Candidato has medo in the Creft.
Rcecords of the past, offor conclusive evidonce that the

use of tho Apron or somo cquivalent modo of Investiturc, @s a mystic symbol, wes
cormon to 81l nations from the beginning of History.

Among tho Israclites tho glrdlc formed part of the
Investiturc of the pricsthood, In the wystorios of Mithras in Porsia,
tho cendidatc was prosontcd with a2 whito apron. In Hindustan, thc cercmony

of invostiture was proscrvod but a sesh csllod the Scerod Zonnar was substituted



for the apron, The Jowish sect cellod tho Esscnos clothed their noticos
with 2 whitc robe, The Japanese, who practiscd certein ritcos of Mysticism
invostcd their condidates with 2 whitoe epron bound around the lions with o zone
or girdle, In the Scandinavion rites, the military gonius of that people
caused thom to substitutc 2 white shicld ond its proscntotion was cccomplished
by an emblemetic instruction not unlike that connocted with tho Masonic apron.
Tho apron has cver boon rogordod as an cxaltod badge of
distinction. It hos alveys boon a coveted honour. Historical ovidonco
proves thet it wes considorod more on eccleosiastical thon o --¢ivil decoration.
Genorelly investiturce wes o rcligious fomm, Dr. Olivor, the woll krown
Hesonic outhority says the Roycl Standerd of Persic wos originally enieyson in
formm and dimonsions, The fact thet the apron is part of cortoi. Church
Rogolin, he adds, "is colloteral proof of the fact thot Moseniw ves originolly
incorporated with various systoms of divine worship uscd by every peoplc in
the oneicent world," Masonry retains tho symbol or shadow, 1%t cennot heve
renounced tho reality or substence.

Tho &pron A Guild uugtbori.

In his history of London, Sir Welter Besent roints oGt thit not only in tho
Headquertors of tho Guild, but in ths stivct, the ersrtemen of tho cightoonth
contury wore distinctivo clothire vy which his t.oede wes rocognisod,
Thus ho seys (= The Carmontor wore & wide epron looped uo

at the gido, The shoem®or wore o short loother epron, the blocksmith wore
2 long locthor apron, tic'berber.a white eapron with pockets in front to hold
his tecklo, tloibulcher ware & blue coet and epron, the baker wes cll in vhite,
The wetermen wois asgseilors* ilt or potticost, the tepstor was in short slecves
end worc @ yhito apncn thu cornor of which was tuckod into the weist band, the
brevwer @ rroymen worn @ loother epron and 2 rod cop, & printer wore a stiff
apro.-fron heed to foot, the shopmen excopt those of tho draper all wore long aprons.

The modorn apron is of cemperetive recent dete, @s the Grand Lodge
ruled in 1814 that tho Apron of the E.A, should bo of plein, white lembskin, 14 to 16
inches widey 1% to 14 inchos doop, roctengular in form, no ormanents, vwhite strings
end o flap.

The F.C. Apron was to be similer, but to have two rosettes added.
The earliest recorded appearence of the rosette wae about 1815. The rosette
is e syribol of the rose, light blue was the colour of Isis and lctor of the

Virgin Mery, the rose slso being her emblem,. Roseottes came into use as u



neans of distinguishing the gredes of the brethren and also probably fronm the
love of ornementation. Masonic colours wore sclected by the G.L of England
meinly on the besis of thoso used by the noble order of the Gartor =nd the Bath
and not from ancient symbolisn,

For the three creft dogrses, the colour is Cambridge blue
and wes doliboretoly chosen to contrast and merk the differonce fron the deep blue
of Grend Lodgo Insignia which wes probebly adopted from tho ribbon of the order
of ‘the CGarter,

Light blue is tho azurc blue of tho sky end reprosents in parii-ul.r,
prudence and goodnoas, Bluo in gonorel denotes irmortelity, etornity, clestity
and fidelity end in Masonry, is elso the omblem of universel brotrerkoud and
friendship,. W:ite throughout the world is sn emblom of purity, vruth and
innocencey en epron of white lembskin is a badge of innocenss,

Tho exconsion of tho bedge as givon by the .., in tho socond degree,
omphasise that the cendideto is expected to make the lideral erts and sciences his
futuro studios, that he mey bo eble to dischargs ;is duties ¢z a creftsmen and
ostimeto tThe wondorful works of the Almighty. In the rird degree the M.ls
apron ig of the dimensions previously s'aisd-and is of white lambskin edged with
sky blue ond heving three rosettes, imnd the Celldicavs ig told that tho apron not only
points out his renk as a MM, brc ‘s'also grant to renind him of the groat duties he
has solcmnly ongzged himgely o observe =nd valls upon hinm to efford assistance
end instruction in the nferior degresc. Thege is an interesting explemation of
the Meli'se apron wiich is usod in soric Lodges, briofly this :s= The throc rosettes
ropresont the triun< rulers, he WM., end his two werdens or the threo who rule
g lodgo. Th> five pointis, cae &t each corner and the one at the ond of the
flap ars.the five whe hold & lodge, or they mey recall the five points of fellowship,
the surre. strenas or,.cassels symbolise the soven who make a Lodge perfect. The two
atrings on which tho tessels ere fixed shew that the weerer has pessod through the
pillars of stability viz tho two greet pillars of K.S. Templos This,
however, slthough pleasing, is doubtful end fanceful and was invented after the
apron. It is fairly certain that the strings of the present apron are
rclics of the days when they were pessed eround the body end tiod under the fleop.

In tine these becane decoretive and probably had ‘tags affixed to stop the onds
freying too far, and it is easy to speculate how they could develop into the present
fomy the belt being mercly o matter of convenionce. There appear to be no

record of rosetteos or the Imstelled Master's symbol until efter the union.



One other intoresting point is that sometimes the Grend Masters of late yecars

wear aprons which have no gtrings. I Believo this is truc of our present G.M.
his deputy and the assistomt G.M. The Duke of Kent wore an apron with strings,
It seons howover that notwithstanding how inteoresting & discoursc on these phases
my bey, you and I caen derive nuch to intercst us fron meditating on what tho apron
symboliseca, Often have we hosrd in opon Lodge whon the working tools are
prosentod But as we arec not all operative masons but rather frec and accepted or
speculative wo apply these tools to cur morcls, so in this sonse, the apron

toschos us, tlat varying cs it may be, in regord to ornaments and colours i s'w
symbol or work, Rark, Reosponsibiiilty, Heonour and Pofco.

Work s Fron the ocrliest times every workmen wore o suiteblo spian, oar encisant
brothron who wore operetive before they wers speculative wore zn 2pron at th i deily
toll as 2 metter of necessity. Whiile’ you end I erc nov speculative Lasons end
wenr 8n opron as part of our regelia, it is o symbol of Swork, the sorvige you &nd I
ore obligated to givo irresgpective of our trede or »nrcfession, We nust remcober
thot the claims of limsonry aro not satisfied whel worTinish Curtdeily toil or

comp lotc our profossional duties, from llewsnir Yeing a(lire, lives on, and the
gervice we oro expected to raonder is o cuwi.muoug one 1n the home, in tho cormunity,
in ‘the office, in sport ond so on gnd 2 consunirtedonly when we have snswered the
call of tho Grozt Levellera

esonry elweys npbrgiges the r.ocossity of work - liston to some

familiar phreses Tho Legitirnte occupmiticns of Life

"Labour iswdhe lot of men "

"Kfowrellge = aidod by lebour."
One thing ws thouls aluyclys \emember is tha’s onything in this life is only obtained
through, sincere honset wffort, Profossionsl skill, Scholastic ettainments, -
suceL9s in industiy ¢ad commerce, ero the outconc of susteinod effort.
Rapk = Tn Lovpze the Aproa is & gyabol of renk or status, e.ge The E.A, woars a
glein vhito lambskin, the F.C, has two sky-blue rosettes whilst the M.l. is
distinguished by the sky~blue lining, and so on, up to the G.,M, 2nd G,L.
officers with thelr gerbor blue and gold 2ad verious cmblems, but the apron hes
a groentor significance than to simply point out renk in lesonry. It is a
symibol of that renk which in every activity in life domends from its wearers the
practice of all tho virtue and princivles which not only make & good mason.

Lot us remerber thet our renk never cocsos vhen we close Lodge, we take it with us

to work end Business end vhon we have finished with things temporel and heve pessed



+o the Grand Lodge above our rank here will live on as & memory &nd @& rccord.

Responsibility := When the E.&, is invested with his apron not only doos he

accecpt honour end ronk but is invested with & heavy rosponsibility, & responesibility
to so live that the groat treditions of lesonry 2nd the reputetion of the Creft will
be sefeo in his keocping. Greoet end good men have worn similer Aprons, Kings
and Enperors hevo considored it an honour to do so, but it ontailes grave
rosponsibility thet cech of us must accopt and continue to hold while life shall
lest, Thercforc Brothron whon Lodgo is finishcd end you placc your apron in ius
cogoy ctrry with you to your vocetions in 1lifc a sence of greet rosponsibiliw
thet the epron plemces upon you,
Homour := It is in deod & groet honour to woer the bedgo of aimawm. Sometimcn:
a proposer mcy say of his cendideto, he will be ean honour to the croft if oloctod,
should it not be thaet ho will Be honoured by tho croft if ¢leciud, fri toibe a
momber 0f such ¢ worthy institution end pormitted teo wer tuet apron is indood
an honour which countloss thousonds have sought end' Galed to ohteun, an
honour vhich money cennot buy or brevery achicrc. Qur Ritu:l seys it is more
honourable than the Gartor or any other orior in existince. Affluerce,
political powecr, social status, cducatioril cttainmont elone cennot obtoin it.
Meny of you have none of these qua’ificrtions wut yot you may woer that badgo
bocausc you heve been found worchy of chers ter to be admittod to this honour.
Poccg t= I like to thin: w our apron.as on omblen of pozoc, Just think
for o moment thet onch of you sittifg iore to night is at poace with tho othor, if
thore is & brother whe is not so, then he has no right to be hore for do you
roooubar tho shergo the Welle lelivired to you immedistoly after your investiture
s an L.A. t0 the effoct t1a’ should you wish to visit & Lodge where thoere is &
brother wivi whom.yo: @ie at verience, you aro not to put on that badge but to
ask Jar “ac brothor o retire to settle your difforonces amicably. Thore is
howover & large sphore for this spirited pecce to operate, and I belicve there
novor wag such & tino &s tho prosont whoen wo are bosot on either hand with
intornational conflicts over trade and cormerco, recicl jealousios and bittorness
and oconormic depressions which are chellonging lMasonry and other similar institutions
to excrt their influencc towards internstional posco, Again I say therc nover
was 2 tine whon our spron should mosn so much to us &s a symbol of peace.,

dnd now ey you wear and ever to oontinue to wear your apron as the
badge of innocence end the bond of friendship, being sssurod that if you never

disgraco thet badge it will nover disgrece you.



