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did not enjoy a very long existence,

for it was warranted on 13th May,
1818, and ceased to meet after 9th November, (./
1831, although it was included in the renum- \
bering of 1832, when it became No. 454. It
was originally known as the ‘Mercy 'Ln%

Truth ” Lodge, No. 703, and was @ &

4 I YHE old Masonic T.odge at Evesham

erased in 1833. There is a traditio

many years afterwards certain @{,‘; {
people who had emigrated to "Y &

ceeded in founding in that c dge
having the same (lppcllntu 1& as
the old Evesham I,qc L]LItltm
unusual in Masonic ncl. —and that

some of the furn@ @c old Lodge

was sent out t (ht

I‘hL@Qﬂm 1e Lodge during its
I

career Kﬁ

18. Q{ »and Crown, Evesham,
men ILvesham.

* 18
OQ \)G_,;;Jr Cross Keys, livesham.
(J 1826. Ship Inn, Pershore; and Cross

Keys, Evesham.

1827. Coach and Horses, Pershore ;

and Cross Keys, Evesham.
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There are only two Iodges now in ex-
istence in the Province. of Worcestershire
which were warranted prior to the “ Mercy
and Truth” Lodge, viz.,, Harmonic Lodge, . (/
No. 252, Dudley, in 1784; and The Wor- Q\
cester Lodge, No. 280, in 1790. O

After such a long interval of tim
has been difficult to pick up many hl:ﬂ%
threads concerning our prc\u)uq I
apparently none of its docur %r\' &
dences are now in existence. 6 @

In 1822 the W.M. QW,HJ. Work-
man who was thm " h at tlt Hamp-
ton. During his t 0 h(, received
the following le

@\Vora@, September 18th, 1822,

“Wor ’&)11 Sir_and roLer,

% De *rounual Grand Master, Dro.
od ;

commanded me to inform vou

NI hold a Provincial Grand Meeting at

deu Inn, Worcester, on Wednesday, the

f October next, at 12 o’clock, when your
company is particularly requested, with as manv
brethren of your Lodge as can make it convenient
to attend, for the purpose of nominating and
appointing the different Grand Officers for estab-
lishing a Provincial Grand Fund, &c. The
favour of an answer before Saturday, the 22nd
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inst., stating the number of brethren that are
likely to attend, will oblige.

"1 am, Worshipful Sir and Brother,
“Yours fraternally,

“ 8. SwaN,

1 . . - N
Provincial Grand Secre lzwb:

N.B. - Dinner on the table at half-past three RgTock.

The only member of the ercx&
Truth” lLodge who attende rewa to

this request was, so f(u- can the
W.M. himself, and cel onours,
being nominated ang s{mum 8.G.D. At
the same mectm' ‘ dppointmem
was conterrc Jt}n ; \Vllll«lm Law

Phelps, P ‘3@ upon Bro. Holland,
both Uf@ vesjye .odge ; whilst of the
thru lets ted one was Bro. Red-

me Lodgt. At the conclusion
q me ng the ' Worcester Herald " tells

e cup of cheerfulness and the

*&.rg?@p plenty were heartily enjoyed.”

\/In February, 1824, a proposition came
before The Worcester Lodge to take £16
from the ILodge funds for the purchase of
jewels, &c., for P.G.L. [t was ‘'unani-
mously negatived,” and the Secretary was
ordered to inform the brethren of the

" ——

——
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Evesham T.odge, who were evidently about
to consider a similar proposition, concern-

ing this decision.
>

When the “Mercy and Truth” Lodge ,0\

terminated its brief career in 1831, its

" possessions became scattered and, as alre (Q)

noted, some may even have gone to Auf

;a.&

In April, 1908, Wor. Bro. C. Shutt
worth, D.C. 280, when en;_{agw%l rr& v
an Inventory of the possessib?; higalLodge

came .across the f{)l]mvin{cys ed News:—

“Two books that bel n'@o the Qi\'esham

Lodge of 'Mer% d T /703."
T

o

I'wo brass col

“Holy Bihieﬁg;ph theNgaint  Lodge.”
Th@ low, ’b:m entry to this
effect :— @é

i

t same lLodge.”

U abovq property of the Evesham Lodge,

pre:‘.Q by Wor. Bro. T. L. Smith, Feb.
) and to be returned to Evesham

Q should a Lodge be ultimately opened there.”

>

N\These “two books” cannot now be traced
Mite a careful search also made in the P.
G.L. Library at Worcester, but the hand-
some brass columns eventually passed into
the possession of Bro. J. T. Williams, of
our Lodge, and were restored to us by him
soon after the Abbot Lichfield Lodge was
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consecrated, which ceremony took place on
14th Jan. 1909. The Columns are not in
use however as they are not in harmony
with the existing furniture.  They are on
view here this evening, one of them has
this late inscription upon its base :—* Mercy

and Truth Lodge, No. 703, Evesham, 1 F@

Frased 1833, T. L. S.” The other if
qcrib(,d —"“Presented to Worcester @Jd”’e
V0. 280, Feb. 20th, 1890, by Bro

Hmlth P.M., Treasurer, PGJ
The Volume of the % I \\ﬁc
Th

remained in the pon;smsi rcester
[Lodge up to the tir a‘ th nsecr'itmn
of the Abbot Llch @“ t which time
it was duly r ‘esham, and has

ket
always bee é ceremonies  since
then. Itco S nptnon upon the front

mside_c :'—“T Book was the property
ul' %{:L, ‘@cy and Truth,” No. 703,

v and was presented by Bro.

% mlth P.M., 280 P.G.J.W,, to
Q d{_, Feb. 20th, 1890.”

is well known that Wor. Bro. T.
4(1mh Smith was an enthusiastic collector
of masonic relics, and it would also seem
probable that he was of an Evesham des-
cent. Another local relic from his collection
is still possessed by Lodge 280. It is a
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Theatre Programme, which by the kindness
of the W.M. of that Lodge, has been lent
for temporary exhibition in our Lodge.
Evesham rejoiced in the visits of many
travelling companies of actors and actresses

at the commencement of the last centur)9

and there is evidence that inhabitants
all  classes flocked to see ther
productions both fearful and won f

There were Benefits galore fog}ﬂ? y%
fc

players, and numerous ‘by '
mances. From this Ives
L'dtrc

we gather that the bre n of
of ‘Mercy and Trut ere @ immune

from the blandmhn@ﬁg of t otter family
y here then,

who were runn
and that dcc Q{ d the W.M. and
is office d forth “down the
Bewdley@ rwe it the facetious
appel ’&91‘1 then ccordcd to it of “Drury
T —an{%ned themselves to watch and
@_1 /5 performance of the following
&m ( rogramme, from which the casts
Q*af &{bp lays are here omitted :— _
(JO THI ATRE, DRURY LANE, EVESHAM.

By Desire of
The Master, Officers, and Brethren of the
Lodge of Free Masons,
Monday Evening, December 11th, 1820,

(\\(/
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the .admired Play of
SECRETS WORTH KNOWING!
Or a Lesson for the Ladies.

A Masonic Address by Brother Le Grose.

A Dance by Miss Campbell.
A Comic Song by Master Potter:

The popular and truly laughable NWisica)
Farce of
LOCK & KEY

Mr. Rivers willecite
The Bridal Spectre! ofaXlonzdl& Tmogine.
The Serio-comic Mad&Gherofdh RBurletta called
Tom Toaumb, th&> Great,
or the Laughhe’ Couft M King Arthur!!!
P®, 2s/\\N\Gallery, 1s.
Begin\at Seven o’'clock.

Lyhted /D M. "Potter, Theatre, Evesham.

That) Worshipful Master of 1820; those
Breshrén; the ingenious Potters and their
players; all of them have long since strutted
out their parts and passed from off this
Stage. May the earth lie lightly on them !
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