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THE CHIEF SECRET OF MASONRY—LOVE TO GOD
AND THE BROTHERHOOD. . (/
N\

— S

“Sirs, ye are brethren.”—Acrs vit. 20, 6:

e @’0

0
P ! EF 7 QFRM

Arnraury Father of mercies! God uf ! Th @rcc of all

true Wisdom ! bless, with the light trut the sanction
of Thine all-glorious presence, tl @hy people.  May
this gathering of Brethren hol e meet with such a
portion of Thine approba mem may be truly benefited;
and Thy name, O evml glorified. May we all be
united in the tr @ s of rly Love ; and may the fear of
God so infl ery l our sacred union, that our Masonic
prineipl ear e true insignia of all christian perfection.
Mﬂ.y ve T Hope, and possess that true Christian

hm,t shall give nus in our hearts all the true and

Tanlit
& 1ty of the love of God; and produce in our actions

l tNyno and substantial effects of the true and unadulterated
love of our fellow-creatures. May we, one and all—Christians
and Masonic Christians,—be Brethren ; and may we now see the
beginning of that happy day, when true and saving knowledge
shall fill the earth as the waters do the channels of the sea. Hear
us, mighty Father, for Thy dear Son’s sake, our elder brother, in

whose name we further pray to Thee :—Our Father, &ec.
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Dear Brethren and Christian Friends,

The task of the preacher, on an august occasion
like the present, is none of the easiest; for, whilst he (/
has to address the Brethren of the Provinecial Grrmb
Lodge and Local Lodges, he has also to address tl

who, not being Masons, yet belong to the genera

of christian brethren. The latter probably 10

shall hear something new, something strikii om Kﬂ

that shall give them a better insight 1lﬁ fason

they had before. Difficult as the t @l will, to
ini

the best of my ability, as a dmstl 1d fellow
labourer, endeavour to pleas 6@(111} both
classes. And may the G 1e’ (hlt the universe,
the common Father of n upon us at this
time ; and especially %ﬂ)]c ministering ser-

vant in the wisdo @ hs sel, and furnish him with
good materials; he w 1@& building of Masonic science,

Masonic ]21 and c@stmn love, may be fitly framed
t()ﬂ'eth he e manifest to every beholder, as

hw n duration, unparalleled and un-
cq% \ég eauty and ornament unrivalled in the

1V 1\>
(/ I trust I shall be excused by our much revered Grand
Master and the brethren, if, as I proceed, I expose to the

strangers present, as far as T dare, some of the secrets
and history of our Order.

And one of the grandest seerets we have, is,what I would




wish were (if T may so say) of world-wide celebrity—
Love to God, and Love to the Brethren: the latter being
one of the last commands of our elder Brother Jesus ‘
Christ.  “And this commandment have we from lluu
that he who loveth God love his brother also;” we
likewise, from the volume of the sacred law, Lll.lt $
who loveth not his brother whom he hath seenf\h c<11

If our professions, as men and \Llsmé\bu (Ic&b of
love to God, and charity towards % e lov@tum. s if
our philosophy be destitute of 1‘-‘11 philangvopy ; or, if

our Masonry be destitute OK' acth@ doing good;

he love God whom he hath not seen.”

away with religious ploie 1, It zm empty name ;
away with phllosoph 1u 13 but as sounding
brass ; away with { ensions, they are but as

tmklmﬂr (‘YI@
£ In\gyc n t1t ns of Masonry, in all its rules,
and s, its candidates are not only every
%msb& d and advanced in the knowledge of
% bei existence of a God, but also the love we
H Yes, brethren, the secrets of Masonry, pro-
pcll\wﬁended to, are the secrets of the Lord; and as
(/ we travel from the west to the east, and in our pious
journey survey, from the north to the south, the English
Lodge has no point, no corner—has neither foundation
or summit, where God 1s not recognized and had reconrse
to in all His holy perfection. The Worshipful Master
of a Lodge, who is without religion, must talk a langnage

— é =
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foreign to his heart; the Pedestal in a Mason’s Lodge

is always unfurnished without that Book of Books, of

which God is the only author: and the jewels, both (/
moveable and immoveable, have no significant reference,

but as they refer you to IHim, who is the anthor of albo
things ; who is the giver of every good and perfect g

whose hands are open to supply your every w. t@l
who alone is the source of every Mason’s hopc.@ Q%

Would you, the unitiated, survey our' diadge fior %1
surface to the centre? High as the @ens chold
Him, who manageth all creation, g% exe of His
wisdom and power: deeper tl

Iim carry-
mg on redemption bc_} 011 v hmlts of all

human phllanthlop}, % a part, but the
wil

whole; saying unto {10 thy plague,” removing

the sting of deuﬂg@ymw @a hell, “I will be thy de-

struction,” all B@mssy doors, and setting its
despairing Plisoners fr Look we from the north to
the 501 we see the Seasons roll on in

their rou 11111nterrupted variety. Forth comes

}%ﬁ ing, in all her tender softness ; the foster-

Q un moistening shower, and all the pleasing

mls\/ﬁf plenty.  Next shoots the Summer’s sun

(J with full perfection, to bless the ripening year, which

Autumn, with her full-fed fatness, showers upon the

earth for man’s enjoyment ; and e’en when surly Winter

blows, we lose its essence of intention, if, e¢’en in that in-
clement season, we ever lose sight of a God of love.
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Thus stands, and thus is furnished, a Mason’s Lodge :
the God of creation, the God of providence, and the God
of grace rises in the east, to shine upon her with glory :+ (J
returns nfo (not from) the west, and blesses her \\1
His presence. He stretches His arms of love from
to south, and calls her His own beloved ; and in
dispensations, in the exercise of all His pcl@q , a1
in the manifestation of all IHis graces, gives to

enquiring individual an experimental k ?l-
self. Oh! my brethren, is He n W hv ot our
love and adoration ?  And « Go (S ¢ displays
it in His creation and prov hmfr m and
around us bespeaks the ¢ \1& 0% Great Creator;

a1

and that gverythmg m S er nstructed that we

do, or may, enjoy i au m‘umer, should be 7o
us at once a pr lhsé( ness, and 7z us an excite-
ment to grafiiede ar ise.  With this love, the
sceptre ofsthe / 111}1 aqllv bears its sovereign sway

over ev Q%‘oi His creatures’ hearts; and with
th ‘1

soul soars above all hwman distine-

t-hls
uman impediments, and flies upon the
q% \bedlente to rest for ever upon the security of
1v1n\m]}1 robation.

And oh‘ what did we not lose when man lost his
immocency! Loaded as we are with ten thousand times
ten thousand blessings of IHis love, what must have been
the state of our first parents in Paradise? Though
Heaven, and the Heaven of Heavens, is the blissful throne
of Him, who alone is from ever and for ever, He (in
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wondrous, condescending love to His creature man) laid

the fonndations of the earth, and built it for man’s habita-
tion, and gave it him for his inheritance. IIe bwlt it as
the temple of man’s adoration, and as the altar from Q
whence all his free-will offerings were to arise; an
therein man was placed, as the high-priest there, é

offer up from thence continually, the grateful g nf
praise and thanksgiving for all the l)le::sinrrs ower:
around Him. Ouwr blissful parents, in, t 1‘,&

needed no other Architecture : for (xQk \111 mnocehce)

the verdant turf, with all its natiy 65 ranc ris their
refreshing pallet, and the ope Q{C

avens '11 shelter-

ing canopy. O, hlcthren w c delights of
primaeval innocenceP “' 'u c 1 of early birds
was the herald to s Pk clnbc their balmy
slumbers—to ha pp ach® of dawning light—to
join the momlgé \1{\ the glad creation round,
in one long ghort lting Hallelujahs to their all-
hmnltltul *)vcr these glorious scenes, the sun

iles he set ; and cheerful through

rose .'u
the A] 1S ( g cowrse he ran. In those happy days,

nex er to return,—the tongue vibrated only

1 p and gratitude ; and man’s heart, in every

(_j dccd, and word, and thought, was in unison mth heaven.
Then bliss supreme lighted up the countenance of the

first pair in blissful Eden, as yet unsullied with a tear ;

and nature, symphonious nature, caught those smiles for

the circling year all through; her hills and dales, her
plains and groves, laughed in the mingled bloom of herbs,

and flowers, and fruit ; nor sighs, nor tears were known:
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but bleating hills and lowing vales, with sparkling streams
and woodland songs, proclaimed Creation glad through-

out!” ' ‘\(/

did he fall from his high estate of bliss and inng
to the degraded one of misery and woe ; Q& th'
1

days of his early innocence and pnm]twe iplicity;
every purpose of his heart was a buﬂ'h

wisdom and goodness delegated to 11 1 the ﬁlum
(whose semblance then shone uncl m@ountu]-
ance) : so with his fall, that c anc darkened
by the clouds of '1p0'stacy '111 Qﬁaﬁm ear brethren,
was not our God early, = 18 stali A “(10:1 of love?”
We implore upon omqi ssing of this “ God
of love;” and we a; Masonry is venerable for its

antiquity—for ans w o-eval with Creation. 1t
nds purposes, for they are no less

But, alas! how soon did man lose himself! how so

is glorious in 1
than t cetns of both worlds: the most
esscnt teres %the present, and the moral prepara-
to ,S &t ; it 1s boundless in ifs extent, operation,

en effects, for it extends to the utmost parts

h@ ; and embraces, for its objects, the good of
the whole human race, of every clime, kindred, nation,
tongue, and people under heaven ; its leaders were, and
still continue to be, the great (and what is greater than
great), the noble, the good, the wise, and the honorable
of the earth. Masonry has witnessed the rise, revolution,

and wane of empires; withstood the ravages of harbarous
superstition, in modern as well as in ancient times; for
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through the dark ages, from the sixth to the sixteenth
century, Masonry was the chief lamp of knowledge that
illumined the gloom of the then degraded human mind;

it was the nurse that fostered, the guardian that watched 0\
over, and the ark that preserved, through the deluge 6
gothic gloom that then overspread the earth, %

science that survived the wreck of the Gre 'md&
Roman empires.

“We can clearly trace the original d m’hﬂny of
Masonry : but in vain we ask ev ﬂbe rgeous
domes, Palmyra’s boasted ter Pt’s proud

pyramids, (though much has réte %‘ scoveled) who
hou ce, perhaps, the

their mighty founders we
terror, the wonder, an (% @ the earth; yet now
a

their names are 10 (_,11 assan tdle tale; while the very
wrecks of tlu@ der; randeur, rifled by time’s
proud triu t]]‘ lnse seem thus to frown
conteml 1@11 ain touudels schemes ; leaving the

anmr\% avel 1{1 poring antiquary, (in all their
y dlg@ the funds of historic lore,) lost in fruit-

jecture, who raised their stupenduous
ucw \h\ or for what purpose they were raised at
all?”  Trom such defects, the Order of Masonry is a

IR\

brilliant and unrivalled exception; and there can be no
doubt that it will endure till “the angel shall swear, by
Him that liveth for ever, that there shall be time no
longer.”

Nor need we wonder at its stability and duration, when
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we reflect that it 1s laid on the broad basis of the welfare
of the whole human race, knit together by one universal

language, in the bonds of fraternal benevolence (the .

centre and circumference of all union and harmony), an

it is founded on the adamantine rock of virtue in ge %@

and all the cardinal and socnl virtues in particuia

at its head the “ God of love.” ) @

“Sirs, ye are brethren:” brethren u Q

love of God ought to abound 111 Masons

or not, for “all we are lJret]nel®

Without this love, wu:.(@an g]@um:m excellency,

and that Father is the “God of love hc cfou, the
'hﬁ@

is but ignorance ; p i@on its flaming garb, is

but presumptiony; deviotion, 1n all 1ts most sacred
forms, is but.s m m . but with this love, we
unite unrth,@lhefwen bring the Deity, with all His
reignin vers to the human soul, to govern its
affe( L' his love, our wisdom will be that true

W n wh l said to have come down from above,

% natule like its origin, pure, simple, easy
Q be\@&reated, without partiality, and full of those
works, which are not only fair in appearance, but good
in their nature. “Love to God,” 1s the root and stamina
of all true Masonry,—of all true religion; and to the
love of the Great Author of the universe, we trace our
ancient Order. As I observed before, Masonry hoasts
her lineage as the Danghter of the Great Architect of all
things, and as the twin sister of religion. “Zove was her
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parent, her other name was charity.”  And this brings us

to the sccond part of our grand secret—Zove to the
Brethren.  And we have our command from Him, our |
elder Brother, who paid the unfathomable, unlimited, N
and unbounded price of Iis precious blood, for the p Q
chase of the world, that “he who loveth God, 10\-'@5
brother also.” Jesus tasted death for every 1 an[l&
when expiring on the cross, sealed with Hls n bl

the universal bond, and in His wide-st ﬂ
universal love, embraced a dying wqr &ud n]fg ive,
—and bid them live as Bretir ma f

Masons enter into most SQl.g(n é) tlouq and en-
gagements, than which no oug e more binding;
nothing more snt:red bonds never to be
broken; by the hi ; esty broadest breach of all
moral honesty, int cé and religious sincerity ;
bonds nlto v hu ed of our own free-will and

(,onsent %g m the performance of this our
atiol 10 shall we hope to be found faithful

ﬂ(ﬂcmn@
n ]‘ﬂ rQ\ > of any promise ?

QN N) 1s it required to keep faith with his brethren,
lmt to wipe away the widow’s tear, heal the rankled
bosom of distress, and still the orphan’s cry. Masonic
pity and Masonic benevolence hold ouf, in the hand of
charity, the richest cordial of comfort,—the softest balm
of commiseration. Like venerable Job, “The fleece of
his flock is always ready to make garments for the
naked ; the wheat of his floor is always ready to be

| RR——
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thrashed for the hungry ; his cruise of oil and barrel of

meal never cease to be divided, till they fail in their pro-

duce; and if unable to help as he could wish, he (/
gives his hearty blessing,—he breathes his anxious sigh, Q\
—he prays his fervent prayer,—that God would %Q

down upon and succour the distressed.”

Masons are to be found i the farthest e\;tl mity \0?6
earth’s bounds. And the stranger, 1\'

foreign shore,—severed by oceans flwﬁb de.lr re- alde
and the olive ]Jlﬂ.fl(th round hi€Afhible, captive,
wounded and stretched on tlu, 1 and dis-
ease,—in a dungeon, pulm%, lears frhd voice of
a brother,—starts with fr e vcm ; and with
the fire of animation b lU‘ 1 )c hails lus welcome
approach,—press sgg to Ll bosom, and forgets, for the
on ]Q ptivity and pains. “Oh
Beneficencel at thy ap h, sorrow flees far away; and
for moul and *s:vmess thou givest joy and glad-
m su shine of thy presence, tears ‘md
}hnﬂ nto smiles and songs of thanksgiving.’

time, wounds

1ess »

tll%

Deﬂveloved brethren, whether Masons or not, 1
{ (J would affectionately entreat you to cherish in your bosoms
the heaven-born germs of charity and beneficence ;—let
us nourish them as plants, whose fragrance is heyond
frankincense ; and though plants of celestial clime, they
will bud, blossom, and bear fruit in our inclement soil ;
and will bear their healing produce, not once only, but
the vear thronghout: they will be the cheering beams
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around the soul, in the most cloudy gloom of life; and at
the awful close of this mortal scene, they will shed their
celestial rays of comfort around the departing spirit, and .
usher it, amid the gratulating hail of ministering angelso
to the Dblissful realms of joy and love; where we
present them, hallowed with the increase of a th d-
fold, at the throne of the Grand Architect, f%\ enc

ing

they sprung; where they will, as heaven’s st

rency, be our ready passport to the g @up}&& e

blessed. \0

Dear christian friends and ren. C:&L are the
chief secrets of our ancien & to God, from
His unceasing love to 0 man, from our
obligation of comt (@/ L Ip; —“Sirs, ye are
brethren.” It 1 {niou " ntan with man, having its
foundation in Cayl; MIQ the universe, and is the
God of 10\ om source of love is hewn its chief
corner a whoﬁname is glory, and whose nature is
Zowv wh who will complete the building of
i ccm ﬁercy, shall come to collect His jewels,
w1ll~@ m His kingdom, as the ornaments of ITis

O iunwm grace and glory, every real Mason,—every
(J real christian; and whatever his station may have been
in the work, whether a Master to devise, a Warden to
explain those devices, a Steward to superintend, a Secre-
tary to transcribe, or a Workman to raise the building
by his handy labours; all shall be accessaries and assistants
to this great edifice of universal love; and all that are
found 7rue, shall be rewarded ; not altogether according

-
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to the perfection of his performances, or the sublimity of
his station and office ; but, in a great measure, according
to the sincerity of his intentions, and the zeal of his
endeavours. “ Love the brotherhood, fear God, honour \
the king,” are the grand mottoes of the craft—*three o Q
our brightest jewels; three of our richest 0111111101169

X

three of our first and most prevailing principles.’ §

Dear brethren, we have spoken of Jew 111d \)%
beautiful allusion is made to them he Pro}
Malachi—* In that day, saith the I% of I@ whcn
I make up my Jewels, I will spare_fier an spareth
his own son.” The Mason h& jew c@ar his heart :
indeed, every man, be his 1 what_Sifmay,—the wife
of his warmest aﬂ’cctlo @ his heart, or the
friend of his bosom, 64 md his\gewel as he guards his
life. But God s hat thudheth my jewel, “toucheth
the apple of mitrebeye !’ @lmtcly delicate deposit of a
jewel ! ' s 11lder into dust! sinners may
receive due uiiishment ! and universal nature may
dlss E@ 0 toucheth the Jewels of the Lord of

the apple of His eye! Think of this,

the ns, and fellow christians all ; and sully not,
QQ'or one oment the purity or the brightness of this
estimable character; for becoming jewels, 7. e. being
righteous, “ye are the eternal brightness of His ever-
lasting crown,” and the destined beauties of that king-

dom, where the redeemed of the Lord will ever be
honored as the purchase of His blood.
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We are now about to put the sincerity of your christian
and brotherly love to the test, by soliciting your contri-
butions, each according to your means, to such char Ltahlc
purposes as shall be deemed most urgent.  And amon \
others, we have charities for the maintenance, cloth b
and education of destitute or orphan sons and d%gpel%
of Masons. 'To a father or a mother the 11‘un$ pha

|

is enough to move their hearts to pity and t p th @
and oh! if it be a female orphan, she é

arm and a father’s heart: give it he <ﬂ'll blﬁsen n
your contributions to-day, tow dl% s.lf'o@ eat from
vile temptations and polluti é om @ storms and
tempests of this wicked “og{'

In conclusion, I “qe@ }ucﬂ y, to the unini-
tiated, that 1\I‘is asno ‘principle but what might
still more | $ ornat to the purest mind; nor
any .1ppcn(la ut it gives additional lustre to the
brightes y the exercise of the duties of
’\Ias thu may add abundantly to the fund of
tlQ\ entance The wise may increase their

owl {@f the nature of God, in all lis best perfec-

ard ‘thereby daily grow still more wise unto eternal
salvm. The pure in heart may be always advancing
in the divine likeness; and they who walk in this path
of the just with zeal and activity, will find it as the

shining light which shineth more and more unto the
perfect day.

To you, dearly beloved Brethren of our ancient and
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royal Order, I would say in the words of a much-beloved
relative and Brother, now no more:—* Act up to the prin-

ciples of your institution, that so it may be the praise of the (/
whole earth. Act up to the principles of your institution, Q\
and as it regards yourselves, it will be well with you; ym@
transfer hereafter will most assuredly be a transfer,

the labours of this mortal life, to the rest of @\ ml

glory.  Your fait/h and /ope will abide to the ‘praise

your memory, when the world sees you &

Your charity and love will be _)om@ f puut} nd

light, through an immeasureable et \@mt in
1.11 @l changed

the Lodge, whether local or pr
: you will be
rnan % of that Order,

akf$ perfect ; in which
: uration, can never dis-

ere with fidelity and zeal,
and then, “-"]{(I; e tr ry business of this short day
of huma nce ’%mve passed its fleeting course,
and t]n ]\q % things shall command us to close
the an labour, we shall be admitted into
enc emb y of the true and faithful, where fuit/

all bﬁ) y realized, /Zope universally confirmed, and
!ove shall' be the grand, the prevailing passion of every
assembled bosom. I most humbly and fervently pray,
that in the city not built with hands, you may individually
hear from our Great Head, at whose feet all powers in
earth and heaven cast their crowns, and fall down and

for a seat near the Grand
decked with all the glori
which heaven alone

eternity itself, in abi

solve.  Exereis calli

hor

worship :—* Come up hither, thou blessed one, and be
a pillar in my temple.””  Now to God the Father, &ec.
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PRAYER AFTER SERMON.

HeavesLy Father, Thon supreme and eternal Being, dismiss thesQ

Thy servants with Thy holy and benevolent blessing : :ﬁ@
words which have this day been spoken sink deep into ve@g

And as men, as christians, and as holy brethren, ma, ntere%
and happiness, both spiritual and temporal, of ea?{ier, m{
¢

us in the exercise of every friendly, christi & t of
charity, benevolence and love: that Whl ugh this
wilderness world, we may obtain a]_l 10u , Which can

alone render us fit to be Brethr& e Lo ove, where our

souls shall be completely sol eet and pleasant re-

freshment of pure, unsull ——-0 g, una.bﬂ.tmg happiness.
Grant all we ask in fzuBQ :ﬁ us Christ our Lord. dmen.

&

(o

J. R. ROBINSON, PRINTER, THE BRIDGE, WALSALL.
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