- L= ree (—’Lp7wl-{,£,vﬂ.- T

LEIE .

M A S

read with pleafure, among which are two dramatic
=, it [carcely made any addition to the poetical repu-
of the writer.

Mafon dded in April 1797, at the age of feventy-
= confequence of a mortification occafioned by a hurt
wleg. ‘He had married an amiable lady, whao died of
smption in 1767, and was buried at Brittol cathedral,
® 2 monument on which are infcribed fome very ten-
beautiful lines by her hufband. His charatter in
wi= life was exemplary for worth and aétive benevo-
though not without a degree of (tatelinefs, and af-
& fuperiority in his manner, probably foftered by his
=cial refidence. A tablet has been placed to his me-
in Poet’s Corner, Weltminfter Abbey. Befides his
=3 writings, there have been popularly attributed to
= fatirical poem of much temporary diftinéion, en-
“ An Heroic Epiftle to Sir William Chambers,” to-
= with fome other pieces of political fatire which ap-
* about the fame time. The ftrength of language,
the farcaftic hamour, of thefe performances, give

= calt {o different from his ufual ftyle of compofition,
=5e internal evidence is fuppofed to decide againft his
%o them; yet it is certzin that he could occafionally
= with energy and fimplicity ; and the obje&s of fatire
== picces are fuch as he was likely to have fixed upon,
¥og. and Monthly Reu.
ASON (George), the eldeft fon of a diftiller at Dept-
L was born inthe year 1736, After his father’s death,
sther married Dr. Jubb, late Hebrew profeflor at Ox-

We have no particulars of Mr. Mafon’s life. He
of an apoplexy, at his feat at Aldenbam Herts, on
ith of November, 1806, aged 71. He wrote, 1. An
on Defign in Gardening, firt publifhed in 1768,
t his name. 2. Appendix to the fame. 3. A
Freeholder’s Anfwer to T. Paine.. 4. Poems, by
as Hoccleve, with a Preface, Notes, and Gloffary,
4to. 5. A Supplement to Johnfon’s Englith Dic-
7> 4to. 180r. In the preface to this work and in
Bal of the articles, as alfo in the Gloffary to Hoccle e,
JSehnfon is treated in the moft contemptuous naw
6. Life of Richard earl Howe; 1803, 8vo.

ASON’s I'SLAND, -a fmall ifland in the Plton ack.
Bs. N. lon. 77. 13. W

ASONRY, /0 A branch of architecture, confifting
art of bewing or {quaring ftones, an ! catting them
perpendicular, forthe ufes of building ; but, i -
Smited fenfe, maionry is the ¢ of aflembling ai d
ftones together with morta . ;
2 SONRY, or FrREE Mason2y, wn ancient and mo-

%) by virtaous men, wi b tl. praifewnrtt. defign of
=z to our remembiines tue noft fwolin = truths, in
siidof the moftinno =ntand focial Hleawes; founded
ssity, liberality, aad crotherly love
Prefton; a palt-o» fler of tos Lolge of Antiguity,
of the noft filtiy gnithed w.itces on this art, fays,
8 Hlnftrarion: o, Maflcary, © Trom the tommence-
of the ~vor d, we may «ace the foundation of Ma-
fver firce fymmetiy vegan, and harmony dif-
2 Ser charms, our order has had a being. Doring
22 - und in many different countries, it has flou-
No art, no {cience, preceded it.” In the dark pe-
fantiquity, when literature was in a low ftate, and
Wiis manners of our forefathers withheld from them
Wsowledge we now fo amply fharve, Mafonry diffufed
be=nce. This {cience unveiled, arts arofe, civiliza-
k place, and the progrels of knowledge and phi-
= gradually difpelled the gloom of ignorance and
=im. Government being feteled, authority was
o laws, and the aflemblies of the fraternity acquired
wonage of the great and the good, while the tenets
srofeflion diffafed unbounded philanthropy.
tradting from the pure pleafures which arife from
ipdo wifely conftituted as that.which fubfifts among
and which it is {carcely poffible that any circam-
occurrvence can erafe, Mafonry is a fcicnce con-
X[V. NQ- _988-
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fined to no particular country, butextends ovar the whole
terreftrial globe. Wherever arts flourifh, there it fourifiies
too. Add to this, that by fecrer and inviolzble figns, cars-
fully preferved among the fraternity, it becomes an uni-
verfal langnage. Hence many advantagesare gained : the
diftant Chinefe, the wild Arab, and the American favagey
‘will embrace a brother Briton, and know, that, befide the
common ties of humanity, there is ffiil a fironger obliza-
tion to induce him to kind and friendly offices. ‘The {pi-
rit of the fulminating priet will be tamed ; and a moral
brother, though ofa different perfuafion, engage his effeem
for mutual toleration in religions opinions is one of ‘he
moft diftinguifhing and valuable charatteriftics of the ~=aty,
As all religions teach morality, if a brother be found to a%
the.part of a truly honeft man, his private ipecul=iive »pi-
nions are left to God and himfelf. Thus, tlvon h the
inflience of Malonry, which is reconcilabie to ine bef
policy, all thole difputes which embitter life,’an I four the
tempers of men, are avoided; while the vanunon good,
the general object, is zealouily purfiid,

“ From this view of our {ylter  its ullity muft bLe 1=
ciently obvious. The univer{zl piiaciples of the ¢ v+ Caite,
in one indiffoluble boud of afeétion; men of the molt op~
pofite tenets, of the moit difan. countriss, ~n ! of he moit
contradiétory opinions; {J (at/in eve y 1ation a mafon
may find a friend, and in =very climzce . home. -

¢ Mafonry pafles uncir two denominatisns, operative
and {peculative, “By theformer, we allude to a proper
application of the u=ful rules of architefture, whence a
ftrutture derives fgure, firengtll, and beauty ; and whence
refult a due Hropeition anda joft correfpondence in all
its parts. Ry +he latter, we lern to govern the paffions,
a&t upon the fquare, kecp a 17ague of good report, main-
tain., crec;, and pradlif. charity. :

$¢Specltive Maf iy 15 o far interwoven with religion,
as = 1.y us yrder tue f.rongeft obligations to pay that ra-
tioal nomage to 1he Deity, which at ohce confitutes our
doty and cor tonpmeis. It leads the contemplativé ta
view with r=virence and admiration the glorious works
of creaticn, und infpires them with the moft exalted ideas
of the perfcitions of the divine Creator. Operative Mafonry
fursiles us with dwellings, and convenient fhelter from
the inc cmencies of feafons ; and, while it difplays the ef-
e ®s of human wifdom, as well in the choice as in the ar
vangement of the materials of which an edifice is coma
pofed, it demonftrates that a fund of feience and induftry
1s implanted in man, for the beft, moft alutary, and mcit
beneficent, purpofes.

¢ The lapfe of time, the rothlefs hand of ignorance, and
the devaltations of war, have laid wafte and deftroyed many
valuable monuments of antiquity, on which the utimoft ex-
ertions of human genius have been emplaoyed. Even the
Temple of Solomon, fo fpacious and magnificent, and
conftruted by fo many celebrated artifts, efcaped not the
unfparing ravages of barbarous force. Free Mafonry, not- -
with@tanding, has #ill furvived. The attentive ear re-
ceives the found from the infiruétive tongue, and the fa-
cred myfteries are fafely lodged in the repofitory of faith~
ful breafts. Tools and implements of architefure (fym-
bols the mof expreflive!) are [clefted by the fraternity,
to imprint on the memory ferious truths; and thos the
excellent tenets of the inftitution are tranfmitted, unim-
paired, undercircumftances precadous and adverfe, through
a fucceflion of ages.”

Thus much for the principles of this inftitution, the
members of which are called Free and Accepted Malons,

- Mr. Prefton, as will be feen above,-deduces their origin

from the creation of the world; and, indeed, a very an-
cient manalcript, which, it is probable, he had never feen,
but which was printed in the Gentleman’s:Magazine for
June 1815, ferves in fome degree to corroborate his pof=
‘tulatum. It is containedin a very long roll of parchment,
and bears internal teltimony of havipg been written at
leaft 300 years fince; and the “ ConfRitations,™ by which
the ‘fraternity- is #ill authoritatively governed, (printed
under the fanction of the Grand Mafter, 4to. 17%4.) cer-
: 6 F tainly
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